Oh no! It’s July, which means we're 
already a month behind the deadline for 
this issue of the Dakar Club magazine, for 
which | do apologise. However, | hope it’s 
been worth the wait. We have write ups 
from both the Stoneleigh and Newark Kit 
car shows, together with their follow up off 
roading trips to both the quarries at Avon 
Dasset and Stainby. There are Details on 
the Australian Built Bush Ranger Dakar and 
some information from David Livingstone 
on his LPG conversion, along with the usual 
news, calendar entries and member lists. 

But before you get stuck in, please 
raise a glass of your favourite beverage as 
I’d very much like to have a toast for Barry 
at Dakar Cars, who has very kindly reim- 
bursed us with all the publishing costs of 
our first issue, which was a substantial 
amount of our club funds. Without his help, 
both this and the next issue would have 
been severely cut down in size. So without 
further ado, many thanks Barry! 


KOGAK EMMA 


Following our spending spree on ma- 
terials for the January Magazine, we have 
realised that the club subscription will not 
cover our current publishing costs if we are 
to maintain the current style of magazine. 
We are therefore looking at introducing a 
choice of membership fees for 2004 de- 
pending on what format you wish to receive 
the magazine in. CD- ROM subscriptions, 
which incidentally contain lots of additional 
information in the form of photo’s and 
videos, will be 15 UKP. But we’re afraid that 
to cover the additional costs of printed 
magazines over cheaper recordable CD's, 
the printed subscription fee will rise to 20 
UKP. 


GSM SE ES 

If you recall the Photo gallery of the 
Christmas Party in the last club newsletter, 
you may also remember that Mr Bennet had 
eluded the camera. To address this, you'll 
be pleased to see that he hasn’t escaped in 
this issue. Pictured on the front Cover is 
Steve taking his latest Dakar on it’s Maiden 
voyage off road at Avon Dasset quarry. 
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Many thanks go to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the club maga- 
zine. Special thanks go to the following 
contributors, for articles, news and infor- 
mation. 


Dave Maunder 
Australian 
correspondant. 


David Livingstone, 
pictured alongside 
his brother Fraiser - 
with the shades. 


Tom Tilley 
Photographer 


Faye Truman 
Photographer 


We very much welcome any feedback 
you may have. Be that criticism, informa- 
tion, news, articles, corrections or wanted/ 
for sale items, we’d very much like to hear 
from you at 

Dakar 4x4 Owners Club 

1 Johnson Close 

North Luffenham 

Oakham 

Rutland 

LE15 8LL 

Telephone 01780 721529 

dakar4x4@yahoo.com 
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During our club trip to Stainby Quarry 
in June, the gazebo we erected showed its 
limitations at providing any kind of protec- 
tion from the wind and the sun. Since then 
we've been looking around for quotes on a 
small club Marquee to use for events & 
shows. Mick Dyer pointed us to a company 
called AJM Shopping and the picture above 
shows the sort of thing they provide. With 
wall sections and the necessary tie down 
and bracing parts, the cost of a 4m x 6m 
marquee is £360 delivered! We’d very much 
like to get something like one of these, if 
we can raise the funds. We are already 
planning on doing some fund raising 
events and would also be very happy to 
receive any donations. 


ve EA 


Fancy making your Dakar that little bit 
more personalised? New member Kevin 
Dempsey has! His Dakar will be wearing C9 
DAK as its registration when it hits the road 
later this year. A quick search shows that 
D4KAR does not appear to be available 
currently, but both G1 DAK and H14 DAK 
are. Albeit at £890 and £290 each! If you’re 
tempted, Elite Registrations can be found at 
www.elitereg.co.uk and their sales team are 
on 01380 818181. 


ELITE 


REGISTRATIONS 
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Since our last issue we have received 
confirmation from the Surrey LRC that the 
5th London to Brighton Land Rover run will 
now be taking place on October 5th. 

The National 4x4 show organizers 
have also been in touch to advise that their 
show will take place on the weekend of 
August 29th and 30th, and not as previ- 
ously thought on the 9th and 10th. The 
venue has been secured and Trentham 
Gardens in Stoke on Trent will again be 
playing hosts. We have booked a club stand 
and have parking for several Dakar’s, 
please get in touch if you’d like to attend 
and take advantage of reduced entry fees. 


ee i NAE 


We’ ve just heard that Aaron Whittaker 
has completed the first US built Bush 
Ranger, and he hopes to have it on the 
road within the next few weeks. 


This particular Bush Ranger kit has had 
its rear end lengthened and a swing away 
Spare wheel and tailgate fitted by Aaron. 
The vehicle has been built on a 2001 MY 
Discovery, which had rolled in an accident. 


SEW SA The HET 

We'd like a bit of feedback from mem- 
bers regarding the timing of our annual 
“Christmas” get together. We are interested 
to hear if you’re happy with the Christmas 
meal arrangements, or would you prefer a 
New Year get together and achance for 
some off roading as well? Have a think and 
we'll collect your thoughts shortly. 
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Many of you long time club members 
will probably remember Steve Bennet of 
RDS as the builder- owner of several Dakar 
and Rotrax creations in the past. Since 
Dakar’s seem to run in his blood, he has 
taken the bold step of becoming an 
authourised Dakar dealership, servicing the 
North of the country and offering every- 
thing from mud flaps to fully built Dakar’s. 

Steve’s current Dakar doubles up as 
the company’s demonstrator vehicle, 


Sy > ae 


showing the build quality of his work, and Ss ELEL ESS eee, 

most of the custom accessories he has Fibreglass A and B pillars 

designed for it. As Steve has already hinted In the pictures the door hinges are 

he may be selling his latest vehicle, we shown in a metalised finish for display 
thought we'd better grab some photos of it purposes, rest assured they can be sprayed 


and it’s goodies for you. to match your existing colour scheme or 
EOIR ET KOEI blacked out to your preference. 

PARTAN A custom vinyl roof is also required to 
enable a snug and watertight fit with the 
doors. 


Glazed side doors 


I’m sure a lot of us have in the past 
wondered about getting a hard top for 
winter use. Certainly one of the questions 
we hear most often at kit shows & 4x4 
events is along the lines of “Is a hard top 
available?” Steve has partly addressed this 
by making solid doors from fibreglass, with 
Perspex glazing. The doors are lockable 
and go along way to reducing road and 
wind noise. 

To hang the doors a set of A and B 
posts have been designed with Land Rover 
lightweight style drop on door hinges. 5 
These allow all the doors to be easily lifted ‘Crud catchers’ mud flaps 
off the vehicle within a matter of seconds As can be seen in the picture above, 
when not required - although you still have RDS have also designed a set of ‘crud 
the problem of finding somewhere to store catchers’, (or mud- flaps to you & me). 


them! They are designed to be easily removable if 
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required and are available for both front 
and rear wheels. They go along way to 
keeping the rear lights and side steps free 
from mud whilst playing in the messy stuff! 

Another area Steve put his skills to 
work on was the Dakar grin - no, not the 
one the driver wears the moment the V8 
burbles into life! The one formed by the 
bodywork running between the front wings 
just below the radiator. Many Dakar build- 
ers use the donor vehicles plastic or alu- 
minium grille cut to fit, but there are lots of 
other custom versions to be seen. Steve’s 
version takes the form of a fibreglass panel 
made to match the Dakar’s existing angles 
and with vertical vents cut into it. Very 
similar to the one manufactured by John 
Davies Motorworks in Australian and used 
on their Bush Ranger version of the Dakar 
(see elsewhere in this issue for more infor- 
mation on the Bush Ranger). 


Bonnet bracing and front radiator grille 


To complement the radiator grille, a 
brace is used to both stiffen the front of 
the Dakar’s wings and provide a pair of 
mountings for bonnet pins. These help re- 
assure the driver that if the bonnet is 
down, it is also secure. | guess I’m not the 
only one to set off only to have the bonnet 
open on me just yards up the road when 
I’ve forgotten to fasten in properly! 

With all these New Dakar accessories, 
don’t think that RDS is a new company 
though; they have been established for 
many years as a vehicle body shop, under- 
taking many custom vehicle modifications. 
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If you’ve ever taken a look through some of 
the top shelf car literature like “Max Power” 
or “Revs” in your local WHSmiths, then 
you'll probably of seen some of RDS’s 
work. This talent at taking regular family 


Custom modifications - bonnet scoop and 
ventilation holes. 
hatch backs and making them into tricked 
out boy racer material has not been lost on 
Steve’s current Dakar, which wears the 
obligatory Subaru Impretza turbo bonnet 
Scoop as well as additional ventilation 
along it’s flanks. Steve says just about any 
modification can be accommodated for, so 
if need a modification, you now know who 
to call! 

For prices or more information, you 
can contact Steve at: - 

RDS, 

Willows Farm House 

Ironstone Lane 

Near Holwell 

Melton Mowbray 

Leicestershire 

LE14 4SU 

Tel : 044 (0)1664 444 774 

Mobile : 044 (0)7979 812 693 


Taking a virtual drive in a Dakar. 


lob ae] LAGS VE 


Advice from the experts on fitting a 
CB in a Dakar. 


SOV TOG PRA 
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In early 1994 while John Davis was 
holidaying in England, he visited one of the 

4 wheel drive shows and saw the mighty 
potential of a DAKAR 4x4 built and sold to 
the Australian market. He immediately 
placed an order with Barry Chantler of 
Dakar cars, and in due course saw the 
arrival of the first Australian Dakar, in the 
form of a British racing green Dakar kit. 
This was the start of the Bushranger story 
for John Davis Motorworks. 

There followed approximately six vehi- 
cles built with Dakar Car’s original Dakar 
shells before JDM added their own 
changes, which enabled them to gain own- 
ership and manufacture rights of the newer 
build design. 

Most of the features of a standard 


Bushrangie are pretty much the same as 
those of a Dakar. However the easiest and 
most notable difference is the low mounted 
alloy nudge bar, instead of the well- known 
high- mounted bull bar loop design - 
standard on the Dakar. 


‘Big Herbie’ at the Around Australia Safari 


The first customers to get their hands 
on a JDM built Dakar kit were Rob and 
Helen Garnett. There choice of a white 
coloured body shell prompted it’s nick- 
name “Big Herbie”, and he was immediately 
entered into the 1994 “Around Australia 
Safari”, winning several divisions. 

Another of the early Bush Rangers, in 
fact the second one built was finished in 
August 1995. This was JD Motorworks 
main demonstration vehicle for the next 
two years, being shown at the larger 4wd 
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shows (Sydney 4wd show 1996 and 1997) 
and events (Jamboree 1996 and 1997 [Win- 
ner of the night drive]) in NSW during those 
years. As well, it also traveled to Perth 
(Perth 4wd show, 1996), Canberra (Can- 
berra 4wd show, 1996), and Melbourne 
(Melbourne 4wd show, 1997). In December 
1997 Dave Maunder bought it, with 47,000 
kilometres on the clock. It is the only 
known Bushranger / Dakar in Australia that 
has the 200tdi engine, making it a very rare 
vehicle indeed. 


200Tdi Demonstrator - rebuilt and 
resprayed after it’s roll. 


During Dave’s ownership the Bush 
Ranger suffered a roll over and following 
on from it’s rebuild was sprayed in the 
rather fetching camouflage colour scheme 
over the original red gel- coat colour. 

The naming convention was always 
going to be “Bushranger”, however legali- 
ties arose rather quickly, with the name. 
“Bush Ranger products”, an Australian 
seller of 4wd products decided to take John 
Davis Motorworks to court over the use of 
the name. While the battle went on in the 
courts for a few years, JDM immediately 
changed the name to “Bushrangie” to keep 
production of the vehicles going witha 
name close enough. JD Motorworks even- 
tually won the case, and the final outcome 
was JDM having the rights to use both 
“Bushrangie” and “Bushranger”. “Bush 
Ranger products” changed their name and 
are now “Bushranger Auto Gear”. The in- 
tention is to officially name the newest 
creations “Bush Ranger” 
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Modified roll cage for Bush Ranger 


Later modifications introduced by JDM 
included both lengthening and changing 
the design of the bonnet, new mudguards, 
additional bracing of the roll cage and the 
placement of headlights within the fibre- 
glass bodywork. These modified Dakar’s 
were to be called Bushrangies. 


1 


JDM’s Bush Ranger bodyshell 

David Dennis from Sydney owns one of 
these second generation Bush Rangers. It is 
one of the most well known Bush Rangers 
within the local 4wd competition scene and 
when he arrived at a winch challenge in mid 
2002 with it newly sprayed in electric blue, 
with matching coloured snorkel it certainly 
stood out. David runs 33” All- Terrain tyres 
on the road, and 33” Super Swamper TSL’s 
for competition work. Under the bonnet is 
a 4.6l engine, bolted to an auto gearbox. A 
low mount Warn 9000 winch sits behind 
the front bar. 

Continuing with their development the 
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company experimented a little throughout 
the first few years of their builds. 


ove. A 


The first Bushy ‘Ute’ (Utility Pickup) 


Pictured above is the first ute that they 
designed and built in 1997. Laurie Griffiths, 
in Sydney, now owns it and transformed it 
into a competition vehicle. The ute runs a 
4.6| V8 engine, dual koni shocks at each 
corner, hi- mount winch, front and rear 
maxi drive axles + lockers, 36” or 38” 
Swampers (depending on the competition), 
and a strengthed chassis. 


ss 


BUSH RANTIE 


awe Teen 


Second Ute with 300Tdi engine 

The second ute (pictured above) runs 
with a 300Tdi engine, while the third ute 
that was built is a double cab on a 110” 
wheelbase - unfortunately no pictures of 
this are available, so you'll have to try and 
imagine how that looks. 

JD Motorworks also experimented in 
making a 110- inch Bush Ranger, adding 
approximately 10 inches behind the front 
seats allowing a huge amount of legroom 
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for passengers in the rear seat. This Bushie ; 


has an Eaton Supercharger sitting on top of 
a standard Rover 4.2litre V8. 


Unique 110inch wheel base Bush Rangie 


Another development on the Bush 
Ranger was the Fielder rapid air suspension 
system that employs air bag springs at 
each corner but unlike most air systems 
that are passive this one is active, under 
the control of an Intel 486 microprocessor. 
In contrast, the Range Rover classic air 
suspension is adjustable for height but is 
not active. 


Fielder air suspension equipped Bushie 


This Bushie has an air bag for each 
wheel and they are off- the- shelf items, 
although not Range Rover ones. Each ra- 
dius arm has a sensor to measure suspen- 
sion position and these are read by the 
microprocessor. In addition, there are ac- 
celerometers so that the microprocessor 
has full information on the actual dynamics 
of the vehicle. The suspension system is 
active to the extent that it resists corner- 
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ing, braking and acceleration forces, re- 
sponding quickly enough to keep the 
Bushie level and improve on- road handling. 
A substantial compressor is driven through 
an electric clutch by the engine and keeps 
the air reservoirs fore and aft charged to 
150psi. Half- inch air lines pressurise the 
springs through rapid- acting valves con- 
trolled by the 486. It can soften a spring by 
venting air. A manual over- ride allows the 
vehicle to be lowered, raised and tilted, and 
to perform other tricks. Off road, this 
drive- by- wire system allows the suspen- 
sion to effectively have close to a zero 
spring- rate. The aim is to allow extreme 
suspension travel while maintaining ride 
height and keeping nearly the same weight 
on each tyre at all times. The result is to 
maintain tyre grip and greatly reduce the 
need for differential locks. These effects 
cannot be achieved with conventional 
springs without reducing the load- carrying 
ability and the roll- stiffness below accept- 
able levels. The prototype suspension has a 
“black box recorder” which saves the last 3 
minutes of data for analysis in the event of 
a disastrous “incident”. 

JDM have taken the Bush Ranger to the 


Brutus; mitre 690bhp I Methanol EITE 


limits with their latest creation. Brutus is 
undoubtedly the largest and fastest Bushie 
that will ever be built. Primarily built for 
mud racing, it was built in early 2000, in 
around 6 weeks at a total cost of 
$140,000. It has a $50,000, 410 cubic inch 
engine (690bhp at 6000rpm, 625ft.lb or 
465Nm at 5000rpm) running on “methanol 
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that can drink 100 litres in around 15 min- 
utes of hard running.” 

It has dual Koni shocks up front, 
strengthened chassis, Dana 60 / Salisbury 
diffs front and rear (4.7:1 ratio) with a 
Maxi- Drive Engineering diff lock + axles in 
the front, while the rear is a locked / spool 
type locker. It also has four wheel steering, 
the rear being hydraulically driven when 
engaged. The transfer case is an upgraded 
LT230, commonly found on most Range 
Rovers, which was modified for the in- 
crease in torque, and also the ability to run 
in rear 2wd with a shift- on- the- fly 4wd. 
The most striking thing is of course the 
size of the tyres: Super Swamper 44x19.5” 
TSL Boggers by Interco, which only need 
around 15psi for normal driving, and are 
dropped to 7psi for mud racing. It is said 
that this can do a quarter mile drag in nine 
seconds. Imagine what it could do with 
your everyday common, and very light 
weight, 31” tyres. 

In 2001 it was sent to the Arabia where 


Hugely modified b body shell accomodating 
44”Tyres. 


it became a sand- racing vehicle, since they 
“Don’t have much mud over there.” 

Future plans that are still in the devel- 
opment stage with JD Motorworks area 
removable hard top shell, complete with 
gull- wing doors that can even be further 
optioned with electric windows. One Bush- 
ranger “Redbull” has been fitted with the 
hard top as atrial, however despite our 
best efforts we have no photos of this yet. 
Incidentally, this Bushranger with it’s glitter 
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red shell colour, was to be featured in the 
movie “Mission Impossible 2”, but was 
unfortunately edited out of the final ver- 
sion. 

In amoungst all the custom Bush Rang- 
ers in Australia, there are a couple of UK 
built Dakar’s about. The First UK Built 
Dakar imported to Australia has since been 
given a Bush Ranger 4” body lift and 36” 
Swamper tyres in order to compete in the 
Australian Tuff Truck Challenge 2001. 


The first UK Built Dakar imported to 
Australia, later badged as a “Bush Ranger” 
The other is arather special vehicle, 

which has been found in Perth. Its owner 
Steve Green was only aware that he had the 
second of two UK built Dakar’s in Australia. 
But close examination of the pictures he 
supplied shows it to be a special competi- 
tion vehicle built by Dakar Cars and witha 
competition spec roll cage. 


Custom racing "Dakar by Dakar Cars, | 
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As you may of read in our last issue, 
David Livingstone has been joining us for 
several of our shows, driving down from 
East Lothian each time! Making the 600 
mile round trip more palatable David added 
an LPG conversion to his Dakar and so we 
decided we should take a closer look. 

The most overwhelming feature of the 
LPG conversion was the fitment of a 100 
litre LPG tank in the rear compartment of 
his Dakar. Because David wanted to keep 
his long range petrol tank, the LPG tank 
takes the spot usually reserved for rear 
passengers. It is worth pointing out that it 
is possible to fit the LPG tank instead of the 
petrol as many Dutch Dakar owners have - 
if you need rear seating. 


LPG Fuel tank replacing rear seating area 


Two fuel pipes are connected to the 
LPG tank, the filler pipe and the feed to the 
engine. The third sleeved pipe shown in the 
pictures contains the wiring for the LPG 
fuel level sensor and the tank fuel cut off 
valve. The LPG tank is held in place by 
retaining straps which are re- inforced 
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All pipework and fittings fully sleeved 


under the floor. 

The LPG fuel is piped to the engine bay 
in a pipe no bigger than those used for the 
standard brake lines. To reduce the 
chances of damage to any of the pipework 
or wiring on Davids Dakar whilst off 
roading, he has channeled it into metal 
ducts that run the length of Dakar, tucked 


Main LPG cut off valve 


high up under the floor near the chassis. 

The flow of the LPG fuel is controlled 
by acut of valve located in the engine 
comparment. When switching from Petrol 
to LPG and back, this valve is opened and 
closed, in conjunction with an additional 
valve on the petrol tank fuel line. At this 
point the LPG is still very much a liquid, 
and needs to be passed through a device 
called a vapouriser to help it on it’s way to 
becoming a gas that can be burnt as a fuel 
inthe engine. 
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allow the flow/ mixture to be controlled. 


Vaporiser unit 


performed by reducing the pressure under 
which the LPG it is held. This conversion 
process absorbs heat, to prevent the va- 
poriser from freezing and to further aid the 
vaporisation of the liquid, the unit is 
plumbed into the vehicles cooling system. 
The coolant pipes at the back of the V8 
that feed the heater matrix are tapped into 
for this purpose. Ensuring the vapouriser 
was mounted lower than the top of the 
radiator helped David reduce any associ- 
ated air lock problems, which seems to be 
a common ailment of many Rover V8 cool- 
ing systems. 


Mixture valve between vaporiser and 
carbeurettor 


fed into the air intake side of the Weber 
carbeurettor David fitted to his engine. A 
manual control valve is fitted into the pip- 
ing carrying the gas to the carbeurettor to 
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The gas is then fed into what looks very 
much like a cooker hob arrangement under 


“Cooker hob” allows gas into carbeurettor 
the air filter, as air is sucked into the en- 
gine the plate that sits on top of the holes 
in the hob lifts, and the gas is fed along 
with it. When running on LPG the 
Carbeurettor plays a passive part to the 


T 


/ y ES or” 

Full underbonnet installation 
operation of the engine, simply regulating 
the air flow with gas already part of it. 

David’s conversion to LPG has proved 
to be a very worthwhile exercise, the in- 
creased economy gained from fill ups that 
cost around 35 pence a litre makes excur- 
sions to shows much more affordable. Off 
road performance has been excellent, with 
no problems even on the steepest slopes. 

Many thanks to David for letting us get 
the low down on his conversion. If you 
want more info, look for the big yellow 
Dakar at the next event! 
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Over the past year during my daily 
commute to work down the A1 to Peter- 
borough, I’ve seen more and more trucks 
with rather impressive LED (Light Emitting 
Diode) rear light units fitted. They are easy 
to spot as they seem much brighter than 
normal vehicle lights, and have a much 
crisper, eye catching look, which operated. 
Which is a bonus in getting your intentions 
to turn or brake passed onto the vehicle 
behind you. So when a set were advertised 
on EBAY, in sizes that matched the existing 
bulb holders used in both the Dakar and 
Land Rover light units, | stuck a bid in! 


The LED’s in question have a 100,000 
hours minimum use rating, and since they 
don’t use a filament to generate the light, 
they are not prone to shock or vibration 
damage from rough off road use. 

A big advantage of the LED units is 
they draw a lot less current then conven- 
tional bulb units and don’t generate as 
much heat. Which puts less of a load on the 
vehicles wiring loom, especially where 
additional brake lights or reverse spotlights 
have been fitted. One slight disadvantage 
however with the smaller current draw is 
seen with the indicators, which in some 
applications, rely on the bulbs current 
drain to control the speed of the flash. A 
fix is included in the package for these 
situations in the form of a 6ohm resistor to 
fit in parallel with the light. | found the ‘88 
Range Rover wiring Harness I’m using 
coped without requiring this fix, although 
the dash mounted indicator warning light 
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no longer operates when the indicators are 
used - so alittle more investigation is still 
needed there. 

Since the LED units do not utilise a 
bulb filament to heat up in order to pro- 
duce the light, they are much quicker to 
operate when activated. This is why most 
high level brake lights used in cars utilise 
similar LED units. Even a fraction of a sec- 
ond quicker notification that you are 
breaking can give the vehicle behind that 
bit more of a chance at slowing or stopping 


Bulb - made up of 19 individual LED’s. 
without the assistance of your rear bumper. 

The LED ‘bulb’ unit is the same metal 
barrel you normally get on a filament bulb, 
but with a grouping of up to 19 individual 
LED lights fitted in place of the glass bulb. 
Despite all the individual LED’s looking 
clear, they actually all produce the correct 
colour light for the application, so the lens 
cover is no longer required to make Indica- 
tors yellow or brake lights red. If you’ve got 
individual rear light units, you could fit 
clear covers for all your units, as seems to 
becoming standard for alot of new cars 
these days. The standard Stop/ Tail LED unit 
replaces the standard two pronged 5/ 21- 
watt bulb, and there are equivalent LED 
units for the other Reverse, side, fog and 
indicator bulbs. 

So if you’re fed up with replacing burnt 
out bulbs, there is now an alternative. For 
more information checkout your local car 
parts shop or checkout the following web 
site: - 

www.led.net 
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If you require directions, recommendations on places to stay for any of this years 
coming events, please let us know & we'll do all we can to assist. 


YOAV 
RUK OD WET We SEA 


Baskerville Hall Hotel 
Clyro Court 

Clyro, 

Hay on We 

Hereford 

HR3 5LE 

Tel +44 (0) 1497 820033 
www.baskervillehall.co.uk 


We've had a fantastic response from 
just about everyone for this event. With 
over 15 Dakars expected and still a few 
more members to confirm, this looks like 
being a very popular weekend. 


e WIS” KK ANEA VD 
Tel +44 (0) 1344 867921 
Email info@national4x4show.com 


NATIONAL 


BRITISH „az 
g OFFROAD 


MOTORSPORT 


Show < the great family 4x4 event 


Trentham Gardens in Stoke plays host 
for the 2003 National 4x4 show. We have a 
club stand booked and hope to have three 
or four Dakar’s in attendance. If this show 
is as good as we’ve been told, it may be- 
come a regular feature in our calendar - so 
stay tuned! 
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SHOW 
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East of England showground, 


Peterborough. 
Tel +44 (0) 1775 768661 


This is one of our local shows, based 
here at Peterborough. Last years event was 
detailed in our last magazine issue, if you'd 
like to come along and join us on either 
day this year please get in touch, as we are 
hoping for some free passes! 


THE 
-1 Sept 
= of ya BIGGEST 
Showgroun AND THE 
BEST! 


31,000 visitors in 2002 
Call 01775 768661 


for Autojumble and trade space NOW!! 
£9 Adults .£5Children/Sen Cit . £22 Family (2+2) 


Z24hr Discount Ticket hotline: 
0870 120 1178 


Organised by 
Live Promotions Events Ltd..Riverside Quay. Double Street. 
Spalding PE11 2A6 
Tel: 01775 768661 Fax: 01775 768665 
email: info@lroshow.com 


The LRO Show is staged under licence from BE avtomctive | 


Peterhorough 
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Donnington Exhibition Hall, 
Donnington Park Race track, 
Castle Donnington, Derby. 
Tel +44 (0) 1737 225857 


Just about the last kit show of the year 
and one we regularly attend. No off 
roading, but plenty of suppliers and if 
you're feeling brave you can take your 
Dakar for a few laps of the famous Bike 
circuit. No problems with gravel traps for 
us eh? 


OXF Ux OME VY 
PEAVKEO 


www.abingdon4x4festival.com 


Dalton Barracks, Abingdon Airfield 
Abingdon, 

Oxfordshire. 

Tel 01235 520 240 (not later than 9pm) 


Organised by the Landrover Discovery 
owners club, the Abingdon 4x4 Festival 
offers on- site camping with access to an 
off road course together with the usual 
array of 4x4 accessory vendors. 

Costs are £10 for one days access and no 
off roading. £20 for one day’s access with 
off roading. If you wish to Camp overnight 
on Friday and Saturday it’s £20, which 
includes entry to the show, but no off 
roading. Finally, if you want the whole lot, 2 
nights camping, access to the show, and all 
the off roading you can handle, then its 
£50. 

The deadline for bookings is August 
31st and we will happily handle your book- 
ings. Just send us your requirements, with 
a stamped address envelope, together with 
your payment, made payable to “ALL FORD 
RALLY” and we'll do the rest! 
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Starts: 
Crystal Palace London 


Ends: 
Madeira Drive 
Brighton. 


Fancy taking your Dakar on a weekend 
run to the coast? Well now’s your chance by 
taking part in the Land Rover London to 
Brighton run being organised by the South 
London and Surrey Land Rover club. 

The cost is £20 per vehicle and in- 
cludes an event T- Shirt (make sure you tell 
us what size your require). It’s an early 
start from Crystal Palace, so you'll need to 
be on- site between 6:30am and 8:30am. If 
that’s a bit early for you, free camping is 
available from 4pm on Saturday October 
Ath at Crystal palace, although NO Cara- 
vans are allowed. 

If you'd like to attend, we are handling 
the clubs bookings, so please get in touch 
and we'll do the rest. 


The organisers have asked us to point 
out the price advertised in the LRW maga- 
zine for the 2003 event is incorrectly listed 
as £15. 
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Stoneleigh club lineup 

Stoneleigh. What a show! With ten 
Dakar’s lined up and some glorious un- 
forecasted, but very welcome weather, the 
weekends entertainment got off to a great 
start. 

Our vehicle lineup pictured above, 
starts in the distance with Tony Graham’s 
unique ABS equipped deep blue Dakar. 
Next in line is Gary Sharpe’s Dakar, with it’s 
new owner Peter Barker, who'd picked it up 
only a few days earlier, as could be seen 
from his boy with a new toy smile! The 
unmistakable Turquoise bodied Dakar of 
George Minty and Suzanne Cousins was 
alongside David Livingstone’s, who at- 
tended the show with his brother Fraiser. 
Next, sandwiched between the yellow 
Dakar’s, was RLE 60R after it’s winter refit. 
Dave Crane’s Dakar made up the right 
hand side of the sandwich, with backup 
from Tom Tilley’s “Bad Ass Noddy car” - 


AIO eH AID CLONE © AA WORT 


considerably more “Bad Ass” than Noddy! 
The latest vehicle from Steve Bennet was 
shimmering away with it’s YZF (it’s a mo- 
torbike apparently) paint finish comes next, 
with a surprise visit from David Price in his 
also recently acquired Dakar next door. 
Lastly and by no means least was Eliots 
Chevrolet powered street cruiser, which 
apparently still lacks sufficient grunt for 
Eliot’s liking! A warm welcome also goes to 
Robin and Julie Hook, whose Dakar Donor 
vehicle is already counting down the days 
to its appointment with an angle grinder. 

The Stoneleigh show was as ever, very 
busy, even for us parked up at the extreme 
west side of the site. There was a lot of 
interest in the vehicles, which we left David 
Price to handle on Bank Holiday Monday 
when we all trundled off to Avon Dassett 
for a play in their quarry. 

Meeting outside the Showground en- 


which without it’s red wheel arches looks trance, our posse of Dakar’s took the sce- 
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nic route south east to the M4 and on to 
the playground! 

Once at Avon Dasset we met Ginger & 
his family, with their Dakar in tow but go- 
ing in the opposite direction! Unfortunately 
and not for the last time this weekend, I’d 
missed the turning! A quick U- turn, which 
is never quick when you have several 
Dakar’s in convoy on a narrow village high 
street, and we pulled up outside the quarry. 


E E 
E yr 


be oA tas ea 
Steve gettin 


After the usual exercise or removing 
doors, soft tops, fizzy drinks, cameras and 
anything slightly fragile from the Dakar’s 
we slowly started to venture into the 
quarry. In horse racing circles they use the 
phrase that the ‘Going was firm’, but a 
more accurate description for what we 
encountered would be ‘Rock Hard!’ 

Steve wasted no time in taking his 
Dakar on it’s maiden off road foray. Within 
an hour he was already trying as hard as he 
could to not get air into his tyres, but un- 
der them. As you can see he was pretty 
successful, much to the shock of Faye (our 
niece) for whom this was her first off road 
experience. 

Both David & Fraiser come from Scot- 
land, although you'd be mistaken for 
thinking they were on atrip from Amster- 
dam, judging by all the funny smelling 
smoke they were leaving in their trail. | did 
ask them what it was they were smoking, 
but they insisted it was the Dakar’s engine. 
Despite the smoke screen, Faye managed 
to get a photo of them on a rather steep 
Slope, which kept them both amused for 


HD Ali TAA WOE TD 


having one “last go” on it! 


LPG, the green fuel... erm.. or Bluey- Grey 
even! 

Literally getting stuck into the site was 
Ginger, when a puddle he was crossing 
turned out to be hiding what can only be 
described as a mud bath! Sinking his new 
35” tyres until his Dakar was resting on its 
chassis rails and allowing the wheels to just 
spin aimlessly around. Luckily Tom man- 
aged to capture the moment on film when 
after several tugs on arecovery strap, we 
got him free. Especially as in true Mission 
Impossible style, Ginger denies the event 
ever took place, although in this case the 
picture will not self destruct, but live as my 
Computers Wallpaper for along time to 
come! 


Tee 


No Ginger, stop pulling, | don 
in the mud! 


cami 


't want to go 


When not capturing exclusive photos 
for our entertainment, Tom spent a lot of 
his time swimming his Dakar in the pond. 


ages. Several times they were seen to be At first it was thought to be part of a plan 
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to win next years Crane awards, after com- 
ing in as arunner up this year. However it 
later transpired that his engines air filter 
had caught fire whilst at the other side of 


Just because it’s yellow, that doesn’t 
make it amphibious! 

the quarry. So from this point onwards he 
wanted to stay close to a plentiful source of 
water. 

At this point we stopped for a quick 
pub lunch, however, it didn’t turn out to be 
as quick as | would of hoped. In my haste 
to get us to the pub on time, | didn’t check 
the map, but instead phoned ahead to the 
pub for directions. Maybe it was the rumble 
of the V8 in the background or my Notting- 
ham accent, but what followed was a 22 
mile round trip to a pub that was just 4 
miles from the site. We even lost Ginger 
during our dash back down the M40, who’d 
spotted the services were open and madea 
dash for them. To everyone involved, I'd 
like to apologise for making a complete 
mess up of that lunch break. | hope it 
didn’t spoil your day too much. 

The return trip to Avon Dassett was 
pleasantly quick, and joining us for the 
afternoon's events was Martin Welch, 
whose Dakar build is progressing even as | 
type this. 

The afternoon was very much a repeat 
of the morning’s activities, at least for 
Tom, who was again playing in the Water 
whilst | attempted to capture his splashing 
without getting wet myself. On more than 
one occasion | had to take evasive meas- 
ures as waves made their way in my gen- 


LD Aix) TE Aa WOR TD 


Please Tom, don’t make waves. 


mystery tour | guess? 
During the mornings driving John had 
found his carburettor struggling to keep 
his new engine running on some of the 
extreme slopes, and so both him and 
Debbie were seen exploring this phenom- 


John testing the carburettor on a slope. 
ena, instead of playing with that nice new 
shiny winch. Never mind John, there is 
Stainby Quarry in a few weeks time, I’m 
sure you'll get to use your winch soon! In 
fact if you don’t, give Ginger a call, he can 


eral direction. Payback for the lunchtime always get it stuck for you! 
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We've been attending the Newark kit 
show for over seven years now, and we’ve 
watched the show slowly shrinking in size 
with each visit. This year’s show seemed to 
be smaller again, but for the Saturday we 
were there, it still had a healthy turnover of 
visitors. As you can see in the picture be- 
low, we had avery full club stand with six 
Dakar’s, plus Tori’s Rotrax, which is just 
out of shot behind Peter Barkers Dakar. 


Saturday was a good opportunity for 
everyone to have a chat. Bonnets were 
opened whilst people were talking engines. 
Legs stuck out at all angles from beneath 
Dakar’s as others talked exhaustively about 
exhausts. Several owners were actually 
seen playing find the battery on Tony’s 
Dakar, which I can now reveal, lives against 
the bulkhead on the passenger side of the 
engine bay. Both David’s yellow Dakar and 
Tony’s yellow soft- top held some kind of 
appeal to all the midges on the site, at least 


— 


Talking engines...? 
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it kept them away from everything else! 

Roland visited us in the afternoon for 
an enthusiasm boost in order to get his 
Dakar’s rebuild back on track. Which was a 
pretty brave thing to do, as it was whilst off 
roading during a Newark show trip a few 
years ago that he broke it! 

Mark Vickers also attended the show 
while his Dakar sat at home awaiting some 
repairs and arefit, which we hear are now 
well under way. With luck we hope to bring 
you details of his Dakar refit in our next 
issue, with Mark being back on the road 
again in plenty of time for our trip to Wales 
in August. 

It’s always great to see a new Dakar at 
a show although the Dakar of Robin & Julie 
was so new, it was still in the form of a 
donor Range Rover! Robin’s plan was to 
run the Rangie for a while and get the basic 
mechanicals fully refurbished before doing 
the body conversion. Little did he know 
how drastically his plan would change be- 
fore the weekend was over. 

As things started to quieten down at 
the end of the show, we departed the 
showground and followed Steve back to his 
workshops near Melton Mowbray, where 
the Dakar’s were to be parked overnight. 
Before tucking into our evening meal at the 
Willows farmhouse restaurant, we had a 
quick look at how Steve builds his Dakar 
doors and other bits. 


We regrouped early Sunday morning, 
refuelled the Dakar’s and headed east from 
Melton Mowbray on the B676 to the sleepy 
little village of Stainby, and its great little 


quarry. The site has been heavily used and i 


has dirt tracks running in just about every 
direction, within no time at all the Dakar’s 
had dispersed as everyone set off in sepa- 
rate directions. 


jenn PPNA a little ‘bhp t to crest the hill 


John Morrison was again trying to sort 
out his carburettor problems, which occur 
when his Dakar attempts steep climbs or 
descents. Applying alittle extra power 
seemed to keep things ticking over, but 
shouldn’t be necessary - especially as 
Fraiser was driving the same obstacles in 


mat net foraspin. 


Fraiser takes the fi fly 


David's Dakar without any problems. Even 
when Fraiser switched from LPG back to 
petrol, he had no problems, despite run- 
ning an almost identical carburettor. 

The terrain at Stainby was very similar 
to Avon Dassett where we played last 
month and where Faye got her first taste of 
off roading. This time she was determined 
to take a more active roll and when Steve 
offered her the chance to take to the wheel 
she jumped at it, even though we didn’t 


Payback time for Faye to s scare e Steve! 
have a Set of L- Plates to put on the Dakar. 
Once Faye got used to the automatic gear- 
box she too was off having fun with some 
of the bumps and hollows around the site. 
Peter Barker is also new to Dakar’s and 
off roading them, but you’d never of 
guessed it as he burbled around the site, 
exploring HKP 144N’s abilities. The custom 
zip out windows in his doors did a sterling 
job of allowing fresh air into the Dakar, 
whilst keeping the majority of the blown 


Which way now? 
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about dust and sand out. If you know of 
any vehicle trimmers that can perform this 
type of modification, please get in touch, 
as it looks an excellent solution to the age- 
old problem of Dakar ventilation - without 
the hassles of having to find storage space 
for the doors if you remove them. 

Yet another new driver was seen be- 
hind the wheel of a Dakar at Stainby, al- 
though you had to look very carefully as he 
wasn’t tall enough to see over the dash 
himself! Sitting in the driving seat with the 
automatic gearbox in 1st and relying on me 
shouting directions, Harry merrily took my 
Dakar in circles around the field. Once he 
got confident and started giving the accel- 
erator a poke once or twice we called it a 
day for his lessons and went back to some 


axle twisting on the course. Much to the 
relief of those watching nervously from the 
touchlines. 

By mid afternoon and with a long trek 
home for some, we decided to call it a day 
and packed up. The quarry is not that big 
and we’d done just about everything we 
wanted to - although I’d still not been able 
to reproduce that ‘air under the wheel’ trick 
that Steve did at Avon Dasset. 

If you'd like to join us for a possible 
winter trip to Stainby early next year when 
it should be wet and at it’s best, then stay 
tuned as we’re planning a sequel! 
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We've had several new members since 
our last magazine who we’d like to wel- 
come, as well as a couple of Dakars chang- 
ing ownership. 


Kevin Dempsey 
Ashford, 
Middlesex. 

C9 DAK 

(G940 VCR) 


Robin & Julie Hook 
Barningham, 
Suffolk. 

KMK 534K 


Peter Barker, 
Maldon, 
Essex. 

HKP 144N 


David Christopher 
Price, 

Ebbw Vale, 

Gwent. 

BSA 76T 


Roland Pereira, 
Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire. 
HKP 144N 


Spencer & Leisma 
Bruntlett, 
Portismead, 
Bristol. 

D431 UGF 
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